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TAGS: EAGR, OCON, EEC 

SUB: BELGIAN REQUEST FOR STUDY ON EC HOP IMPORTS. 

REF: EC BRUSSELS 6080 

1. AS REPORTED REFTEL, BELGIAN AGRICULTURE MINISTER LAVENS 
INTRODUCED SUBJECT OF LOW EC HOP PRICES AT LATEST COUNCIL OF 
AGRICULTURE MINISTERS MEETING. MINISTRY OFFICIALS CLAIM 
LAVENS DID NOT SPECIFICALLY REQUEST RESTRICTIVE MEASURES BUT 
ONLY THAT THE COMMISSION STUDY THE PROBLEM. 

2. GOVERNMENT AND TRADE OFFICIALS AGREE THAT PRODUCERS 

PRICES ARE ABOUT 50 PERCENT BELOW LAST YEAR'S LEVEL BUT ATTRIBUTE 
MOST OF THE BLAME TO THE VERY SUBSTANTIAL INCREASE OVER THE 
PAST TWO YEARS 

IN HOP PRODUCTION IN WEST GERMANY. BELGIUM NORMALLY 
EXPORTS "BRITISH” VARIETIES AND IMPORTS " CONTINENTAL" AND 
OTHER VARIETIES FROM GERMANY AND ESTERN EUROPE AS WELL 
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GERMAN PRODUCTION IS SAID TO BE OF THE ''BRITISH"VARIETIES. 

THIS YEAR, THEREFORE, INSTEAD OF IMPORTING SOME OF BELGIUM'S 
SURPLUS OF THESE VARIETIES, WEST GERMANY HAS BEEN A LARGE 
NET EXPORTER OF THEM. 

3. THE IRONIC CONCLUSION WOULD SEEM TO FOLLOW, THEN, THAT 
WEST GERMANY, WHICH SUPPORTED BELGIUM IN BRINGING UP THE 
ISSUE, IS IN FACT PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE BELGIAN 
PROBLEM. BELGIAN IMPORTS FROM THAT COUNTRY HAVE TRIPLED 
DURING THE PAST YEAR, WHILE IMPORTS FROM ALL OTHER SOURCES 
HAVE ACTUALLY DECLINED. BELGIAN BREWERS REQUIRE SUBSTANTIAL 
QUANTITIES OF HOPS VARIETIES FROM NON-EC SOURCES AND WOULD 
STRONGLY OPPOSE ANY FURTHER DECREASE IN THEIR AVAILABILITY. 

4. LAVENS, WHO COMES FROM AN IMPORTANT HOPS PRODUCING 
AREA, WAS UNDER GREAT PRESSURE TO MAKE SOME GESTURE ON 
PRODUCERS' BEHALF. THE TRADE BELIEVES THAT THE PROSPECTS 
FOR RESTRICTIVE ACTION ON IMPORTS BEING TAKEN BY THE COUNCIL 
ARE QUITE REMOTE. BELGIAN OFFICIALS PRIVATELY AGREE AND ADD 
THAT ANY HELP TO PRODUCERS MAY HAVE TO TAKE THE FORM OF 
AN INCREASE IN DEFICIENCY PAYMENTS OR SOME OTHER FORM OF 
DIRECT AID. 

STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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